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Sunday Hunting on 
Game Lands

Outdoor Heritage Enhanced Act of 2017

• Prohibits hunting:

• between 9:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.;

• deer with the use of dogs; and

• within 500 yards of a place of worship.



Focus Groups
Guiding Principles

• Simple, easy, and understandable

• Partitioning of use (location, species, weapon) was opposed

• Resource comes first

• Provide opportunities for all citizens

• Perception of safety differs among users

• Educate, outreach, learn from this initial step

• Move carefully and deliberately

• Lean and adapt, change in the future as we learn more



Focus Groups
Criteria 

• Focus on rural game lands that are 
not heavily used by non-hunters

• Proximity to other game lands and 
public lands where hunting is 
prohibited

• Consider the value to unique 
properties that are important to user 
groups

• Avoid game lands where past conflict 
has been a pattern



WRC Retreat
Pre-Work 

• Decision Matrix

• Shared with 27 participants beforehand

• Scored by Land and Water Access Team

• Feasible, Feasible with considerations, Not 
Feasible



Decision Matrix

Alligator River Angola Bay

Agency Feasibility Factors

Score (1-5) 5 5

0.1

Score (1-5) 4 4

0.15

Score (1-5) 1 1

0.2

Score (1-5) 1 5

0.3

Score (1-5) 4 5

0.25

Weighted Score (1-5): 2.6 4.05

Stakeholder Considerations

Score (1-5) 5 5

0.25

Score (1-5) 5 5

0.15

Score (1-5) 3 1

0.2

Score (1-5) 5 5

0.25

Score (1-5) 5 5

0.15

Weighted Score (1-5): 4.6 4.2

Total Value 7.2 8.25

Size of Game Land (<1000  1pt., 1000-10k 2-4 pts., >10k 5pts.)

Game species availability (Small number of huntable species 1 

pt., most huntable species available, 5 pts.) 

Infrastructure impacts of increased activity (High level of 

impact 1 pt,  no impact 5 pts.)

Level of other activities/participation being negatively 

impacted by Sunday Hunting (Significant impacts 1pt., 

moderate impacts 2-4 pts., No impacts 5pts.)

Game land hunting complexity *availability of hunting days, 

permit hunts  (Highly complex 1pt,. Low complexity 5pts.)

Level of hunting use vs. other use-  also consider number of 

non-hunter specific attractions (high # of other users/non-

hunt attractions 1pt., moderate  # of other users/attractions 2-

4 pts., primarily hunting use and low # of other users 5 pts.)

Proximity to urban centers (high population density); (<10 

miles 1pt., 10-20 miles 2-4pts., >20 miles 5 pts.)

Proximity to alternative public lands for non-hunting 

recreation purposes (>20 miles 1pt., 10-20 miles 2-4 pts., <10 

Potential for overharvest of ANY game species or  subtantial 

resource disturbance with increased effort (high potential 

1pt, no potential 5 pts.)

Level of acceptance/non-conflict with adjacent landowners 

(Low acceptance/high conflict 1 pt., moderate 

acceptance/conflict 2-4 pts., high acceptance/low conflict 

5pts.)



Feasibility Chart



Staff Recommendations and 
Considerations

Recommendation 

• Allow Sunday hunting on 57 of 94 game lands

Considerations

• Four-day-per-week game lands (6 game lands)
• Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, and Sunday

• Hunting with Dogs

• Resource Protection



Staff Recommendations and 
Considerations

Considerations

• Resource Protection

• Turkey

• Deer

• Bear

Next Step

• Rule text in October

• Public meetings in January






















