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Hunt Safely; Hunt Responsibly.

• Always keep the muzzle of your firearm 
pointed in a safe direction.

• Keep your finger off the trigger until ready 
to shoot. 

• Never discharge a firearm at low flying birds. 
• Never place decoys on power lines.
• Check areas prior to hunting, or talk with 

landowners or hunt organizers to ensure the 
area is not baited.

• Keep bag limits separated.

For all regulations regarding dove hunting or to 
obtain a copy of a current Inland Fishing, Hunt-
ing & Trapping Regulations Digest, write or call:

N.C. Turn-In-Poachers (TIP) is an anti-poach-
ing program that encourages the public to 
report any suspicious activity or knowledge 
about poaching violations. The reporting system 
is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
365 days a year.  Rewards are given to persons 
who provide information that results in the 
arrest and conviction of people who have com-
mitted certain wildlife offenses. Rewards range 
from $100 to $1,000. All tips are anonymous. 
     The N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission 
offers several ways to submit tips. Learn more  
by visiting ncwildlife.org/wildtip.
     To report wildlife violations in progress, or 
other wildlife questions or concerns, call
800-662-7137.

N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission
1707 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1707

(919) 707-0391
or visit:  

eregulations.com/northcarolina/hunting-fishing

Thomas Harvey

Stay connected:



The mourning dove is the most hunted bird in 
North America. It, as well as other migratory birds, 
is protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 
1918. Federal and state regulations help ensure that 
mourning doves continue to thrive while providing 
hunting opportunities. 
     As a hunter, you have the responsibility to know 
and obey all federal and state laws pertaining to 
dove hunting. 

Baiting is defined as the direct or indirect 
placement, exposing, depositing, distribution or 
scattering of salt, grain, fruit, or other feed that 
could serve as a lure or attraction for migratory 
birds. Hunters should inspect areas to be hunted 
for signs of baiting prior to hunting. 
     
An area is considered baited for 10 days fol-
lowing the complete removal of all salt, grain 
or other feed. 

Circumstances That Are Not  
Considered Baiting:

• Normal agricultural planting, harvesting, 
or post-harvest manipulation.(Planting/
harvesting undertaken for the purpose of 
producing or gathering crops, or manipu-
lating after such harvest and removal  
of grain)

• Normal agricultural operation
• Normal soil stabilization practices

• With the aid of baiting
• With a shotgun capable of holding more than 

three shells
• Outside the hours of ½ hour before sunrise  

until sunset
• While exceeding the daily limit
• On Sundays
• From or with the use of a motorized conveyance

It Is Illegal to Kill Migratory Game Birds:

Definition of Baiting: Frequently Asked Questions:

Obtain information regarding agriculture and 
planting techniques at your local N.C. State 
Extension Service or online: 
ces.ncsu.edu/local-county-center

Migratory game birds received, possessed or given to 
someone else must have a tag attached that identifies 
the hunter who killed the birds, with the hunter’s ad-
dress, date the birds were killed and number of birds. 
     No person shall possess, have in custody, or trans-
port more than the daily bag limit or aggregate daily 
bag limit, whichever applies, of migratory game birds, 
tagged or not tagged, at or between the place where 
killed and either (a) his automobile or principal means 
of land transportation; or (b) his personal abode or 
temporary or transient place of lodging; or (c) a migra-
tory bird preservation facility; or (d) a post office; or 
(e) a common carrier facility.

Q: What is considered manipulation?
A: The alteration of natural vegetation or agricultural 
crops by activities that include but are not limited to 
mowing, shredding, disking, rolling, chopping, tram-
pling, flattening, burning, or herbicide treatments.

Q: Is it legal to manipulate a standing crop, such as sun-
flowers or wheat, and later hunt doves over that area?
A: Yes, it is legal to hunt doves over a crop that has 
been manipulated on the land where it was grown. 
However, it is unlawful to hunt migratory waterfowl 
over a crop that has been manipulated.

Q: It was very dry this summer and my sunflowers 
didn’t fully mature. I plan to manipulate the crop by 
mowing or bush-hogging. Can I add more sunflower 
seeds to the field?
A: No, manipulation does not include the distribution 
or scattering of grain, seed, or other feed after removal 
from or storage on the field where grown. 

Q: I broadcasted wheat seed two weeks before the 
opening day of the season. Due to rainfall the seed 
that are left are starting to sprout. Can I re-plant the 
same area again?
A: No, this would be inconsistent with a normal agri-
cultural practice, crops are normally seeded only once.

The information in this brochure is only a summary of regulations pertaining to dove hunting. 
Hunters should consult the federal regulations, located in Title 50, Code of  Federal Regulations, 
Part 20:  fws.gov/hunting/whatres.html. 
Hunters also should consult state regulations: ncwildlife.org/mourning-dove


